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188 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 

An Erroneous Ascription to Wyatt 

The editors of Sir Thomas Wyatt have persisted in printing as 

his composition a poem entitled An Epitaph of Sir Thomas 

Gravenor, Knight. This poem was not written by Wyatt. The 

only Sir Thomas Gravenor (Grosvenor, Gravener) Wyatt could 

have known died in 1549, or 1550. 1 The date of Wyatt's death is 

Oct. 10, or 11, 1542. 2 The conclusion is obvious. This poem should 

not, therefore, be ascribed to Wyatt or used as illustrative of 

Italian 3 influence on him. 

D. T. Starnes. 
The, Rice Institute. 



BRIEF MENTION 



Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech, by Edward 
Sapir (New York, Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1921. vii -4- 258 pp.). 
The author of this book is introduced to the public on the pub- 
lishers' paper cover, the "jacket," as "Chief of the Anthropological 
Section, Geological Survey of Canada. One of the most brilliant 
students of primitive language in America.'' The book justifies the 
complimentary words of this introduction. The author's preface is 
brief, altogether too brief and compressed in style to be as alluring 
as the character of the book would have warranted. The main 
purpose, it is declared, " is to show what I conceive language to be, 
what is its variability in place and time, and what are its relations 

" For evidence of the varied spelling of the name Grosvenor, see Letters 
and Papers of Henry VIII, ed. Gairdner and Brodie, London, 1905, xviii, 
(11) 436 (f 29), in which, in the year 1537, the name of the prioress of 
Chester appears as Elizabeth Grosvenor, and Grosbenour, and Grosvoner. 
In 1543, the name of this prioress appears as Elizabeth Gravenor (Ibid., 
xir. (1) 311 (39). Elizabeth Grosvenor, the prioress of Chester, was a 
sister to Sir Thomas Grosvenor (Gravenor), the subject of the epitaph 
ascribed to Wyatt (cf. Collins, The Peerage of England, 1779, viii, 70; cf. 
also, Burke, Peerage, etc. (1910) under "Westminster"). In 1549, Sir 
Thomas Grosvenor, under the name Sir Thomas Gravenor, had grants 
from Richard Hough and John Gravenor of lands in Pulton and Doddleston 
(Ormerod, The History of the County Palatine and City of Chester. Sec- 
ond edition revised and enlarged by Thomas Helsby, London, 1882. 3 vols., 
vol. ii, p. 836). The accounts of the Grosvenors by Ormerod, Collins, and 
Burke satisfactorily identify Sir Thomas Grosvenor as the subject of this 
epitaph, and show that Sir Thomas died late in the year 1549 or early in 
1550; as on June 30, 1550, the king granted the wardships of his lands 
during the minority of his son and heir, Thomas Grosvenor, to Sir Wm. 
Paget. 

2 Cf. 1MB., &c, &c. 

Miss Poxwell cites this epitaph as illustrative of one phase of Trissino's 
influence on Wfyatt. The Poems of Sir Thomas Wiat, . . . London, 1913. 
2 vols. Vol. ii, App. E, pp. 250-251. 



